VERNIS & BOWLING

ATTORNEYS AT LAW - EST. 1970

R. Gregory Lewis, Esq.
Managing Attorney

Vernis & Bowling of
Charlotte, PLLC

4601 Park Road, Suite 580
Charlotte, NC 28209
Phone: (704)910-8162
Email:
GLewis@NCarolina-Law.com
Fax: (704) 910-8163
Website:
www.national-law.com

Estate of Pooley by Bissette and Weller vs. Eagles Enterprise LLC
Sessoms v. Town of Denton

Hixon v. Brown

Lester Petchenik vs. Jordy Ceron-Michua & Sabrina Cagle

Tonya Smith vs. Caroline DeChant and Sheila Hill

Nelda Daniels, Administrator of the Estate of Max Daniels vs.
Susan Flow

Appellate Practice

Automobile Liability (PIP/PD/BI/UM)

Bad Faith/Extra Contractual Litigation
Condominium and Homeowners’ Association Litigation
Construction and Construction Defect Litigation
Coverage & Declaratory Judgment Actions

Cyber Security

Director & Officer Liability (D&O)

Employment Law/Employment Litigation

Errors & Omissions Liability (E&O)

First and Third Party Property and Casualty Claims
Garage and Garagekeepers Liability

General Liability Defense Litigation

Liquor Liability

Mediation and Alternative Dispute Resolution
Negligent Security

Premises Liability

Product Liability

/4 -

Martindale-Hubbell
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An Asheville, N.C. native, Greg obtained his undergraduate
degree from The University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, and
his law degree from North Carolina Central University. He is a trial
and appellate attorney, and his practice includes tort litigation,
insurance law and coverage issues, first party claims,
construction defect, professional liability, premises liability,
employment and employment related practices, products liability,
SIU/fraud, trucking liability and appellate practice. Greg also has
extensive experience utilizing methods of alternative dispute
resolution, and has been approved by the NC Dispute Resolution
Commission as a certified Superior Court Mediator.

Greg has substantial experience in representing individuals,
domestic and international corporations, and governmental
entities. He has counseled clients, including pre-litigation
consultation and claim evaluation, in focused areas including
dramshop/alcohol liability, veterinary malpractice, “bad faith”
and unfair/deceptive trade practices. Licensed to practice law in
1990, Greg has tried over 200 cases to verdict in the District and
Superior Courts of North Carolina, and has appeared multiple
times at the appellate level as lead counsel before the Supreme
Court of North Carolina, as well as the North Carolina Court of
Appeals, where following law school he served as Research
Assistant to former Chief Judge R. A. “Fred” Hedrick.

Mr. Lewis is a member in good standing of the North Carolina
State Bar and the Mecklenburg County Bar, as well as the North
Carolina Bar Association and North Carolina Association of
Defense Attorneys. Greg is also approved as an instructor by the
State of North Carolina Department of Insurance. Greg is
frequently a speaker for continuing education courses for
attorneys and clients.
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Trucking
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BAR & COURT ADMISSION

North Carolina Bar, 1990

Mecklenburg County Bar

North Carolina Bar Associations

North Carolina Association of Defense Attorneys
North Carolina Supreme Court

North Carolina Court of Appeals

EDUCATION

Graduate:

North Carolina Central University, J.D., 1990

Honors:

President, Phi Delta Phi Legal Fraternity; Vice-President, Student
Bar Association

Undergraduate:

The University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, B.S., 1986

REPRESENTATIVE CASE

Estate of Mullis v. City of Monroe Alcoholic Beverage Control,
et.al., 349 N.C. 196 (1998,).

Allstate Insurance Company v. Chatterton, 135 N.C. App. 92
(1999).

River Run Ltd. Partnership & River Run POA v. Equus Merda,
et.al., 710 S.E. 2d 708, discretionary review denied 365 N.C. 203,
(2011).
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William F. (Bill) Smith, Il was born in Winfield, Alabama in 1962.
Raised in the Birmingham area, he was valedictorian at Shades
Valley High School in 1980, where he played basketball and
baseball. He received a B.S. in Mineral Engineering, Petroleum
specialization, from the University of Alabama in 1984. During
college, Bill worked as an engineering intern for Alabama Power
Company at the E. C. Gaston Steam Plant. In 1987, he earned a
J.D. from the University of Alabama School of Law. Bill has been
married to Suzann Sherer Smith since 1984. They have two adult
children, Kathleen, an ICU nurse, and Parker, an insurance agent.

Bill is admitted to practice in Alabama (1987), U.S. District Court,
Northern (1988), Middle (1997) and Southern (2004) Districts of
Alabama, and the U.S. Court of Appeals, Eleventh Circuit (1999).
Bill is a member of the Birmingham Bar Association and the
National Retail & Restaurant Defense Association.

Bill has practiced exclusively in insurance defense litigation for
more than 30 years, having successfully tried, as first chair, a
diverse range of cases in state and federal courts, including
automobile & commercial trucking, insurance & bad faith claims,
wrongful death, premises liability, product liability, employment
cases (race and pregnancy discrimination, sexual harassment,
and workers compensation), and disputes between business
entities.

From 2014 - 2020, Bill tried more than 30 cases to verdict.

He has previously served in-house as senior litigation counsel for
a major property & casualty insurer.

Bill is a frequent speaker at seminars on a variety of civil
litigation topics. He is active in his church and outside interests
include gardening, hiking, backpacking basketball and all youth
sports.
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Estate of Mullis v. City of Monroe Alcoholic Beverage Control,
et.al., 349 N.C. 196 (1998).
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Florida Bar Board Certified Civil Trial Lawyer
Florida Supreme Court Certified Circuit Court Mediator

Christopher Blain is the managing attorney of the Tampa, Florida
office. He has worked all aspects of the insurance industry. He is
an expert in Civil Trial and is Board Certified by the Florida Bar
and Nationally Board Certified by the National Board of Trial
Advocacy. He was born in Addison, lllinois which is a suburb
outside of Chicago. He attended college at Lake Forest College
where he graduated in 1996. He continued his education at
Barry University, School of Law where he received his Juris Doctor
in 2002. While in law school, Chris worked under the Honorable
Judge Walter Komanski at the Ninth Judicial Circuit, where he
researched complex civil litigation issues.

Chris has tried numerous matters to jury verdicts in both State
and Federal Courts. He has litigated general liability defense
work ranging from handling lawsuits involving claims of wrongful
death, premises liability, insurance coverage, auto negligence,
negligent security and property claims. Chris has also
represented Homeowner/Condominium Associations and their
Board Members before HUD, State and Federal Courts regarding
disputes arising over deed restrictions, enforcement of those
restrictions and alleged discrimination. In addition, Chris has also
lectured extensively in these fields where he has been a featured
speaker at continuing education seminars around the United
States on a variety of insurance defense and litigation topics.

Chris is admitted to practice law in all State Courts in Florida as
well as all Federal Courts which include the Northern, Southern
and Middle Districts of Florida. He is admitted to practice in the
Eleventh Circuit of the United States Court of Appeals. Further, he
is admitted to practice in all courts in the State of Illinois.

In his free time, Chris enjoys being active in the Tampa area. He
is an assistant soccer coach for his son’s team and can also be
found cheering on his daughter at her drama class performances.
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Kenneth E. Amos, Jr. is the managing attorney for the firm’s St.
Petersburg office. He was born in Canton, Ohio and was raised in
a small town south of the Pro Football Hall of Fame city. While
spending the first twenty-five years of his life in Southeast Ohio,
Mr. Amos enjoyed fishing, 4-wheeling, and country living after
working long days as an industrial painter. Mr. Amos married his
wife of 30 years in 1995, and shortly thereafter the two relocated
to Florida where Mr. Amos earned his law degree from Stetson
University College of Law in 2003.

While Mr. Amos was in law school, he clerked with a local
plaintiff’s attorney for two years and spent his first year of
practice in the plantiff's bar. This experience has prompted Mr.
Amos to develop a mentoring program in the St. Petersburg office
for law students who are inspiring litigators.

Mr. Amos was first hired as a managing attorney for an insurance
defense firm in 2006 where he managed the firm’s St. Petersburg
operations. Within months, Mr. Amos was invited to be a
managing attorney with a second insurance defense firm where
he became a partner in 2008.

Mr. Amos joined Vernis & Bowling in 2011. Mr. Amos has years of
trial experience and courtroom experience. In addition to the
areas of practice outlined herein, Mr. Amos handles a variety of
Medicare and other healthcare lien issues. He also specializes in
friendly suits throughout the State of Florida.

Mr. Amos was selected by Super Lawyers Magazine as a 2013
and 2014 Florida Rising Star in the practice area of Insurance
Coverage for his work defending sinkhole claims throughout
Florida.

He is the past President of the Belle Vista Community Association,
and he is the current Chairman of Restore St. Pete Beach, a
political committee created for the purpose of supporting or
opposing political candidates to promote the restoration of his
community following Hurricanes Helene and Milton. He enjoys
traveling with his family to Ohio where he is a season ticket
holder for the Cleveland Browns. In his spare time, he enjoys
relaxing on the beach and exercising.



