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Timothy S. Kazee was born in Galion, Ohio. He graduated cum
laude from the University of Toledo in 1999 with a Bachelor of
Arts degree in Political Science. Before graduating college,
Timothy completed course work in business and communications
through the Walt Disney World College Program, and he went on
to serve as his University’s College Program Ambassador. He
then completed a Pre-Law Program at Oxford University, England
and earned the Program’s highest achievement level.

In 2002, Timothy graduated from the University of Toledo College
of Law. During law school, he clerked at a local, litigation law firm
and served as an Equal Employment Opportunity Commission
Legal Intern with Cedar Point Amusement Park, in Sandusky,
Ohio.

Timothy is licensed in Florida and Ohio, and he has legal
experience in state appellate and federal courts. While at VERNIS
& BOWLING of Central Florida, P.A., Timothy has focused his
practice on the areas of personal injury litigation and first party
property claims, including auto liability defense, fraud /
misrepresentation, premises liability, wind storm and water
damage claims, and Personal Injury Protection litigation. In
addition to defense litigation, his practice includes representing
insurance companies in conducting good faith examinations
under oath and preparing coverage opinions. He has defended
community associations in claims arising from management and
resident disputes and understands the value of working with
residents, communities, and their insurers to explore prompt and
meaningful dispute solutions.

Timothy has served his community as a municipal court
mediator, as an Arbitrator for the Better Business Bureau, and as
a University guest lecturer. He has also presented a wide- variety
of Continuing Education seminars for insurance companies
throughout the state of Florida.
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Thomas W. Paradise was born in Houghton, Michigan and raised
in Boca Raton, Florida. He graduated in 1988 from Tulane
University, A.B. Freeman School of Business with a B.A. Degree in
Management, Accounting Major. While at Tulane, Tom was
awarded for academic achievement and was the Vice-President
of the Beta Alpha Psi Honorary Fraternity. He then attended
Stetson University College of Law and received his Juris Doctorate
in 1991.

Tom Paradise is an AV® Preeminent™ Peer Review Rated by
Martindale-Hubbell, which is an award that identifies attorneys
with the highest legal ability and signifies expertise, experience,
integrity and overall professional excellence. He is also listed in
the Bar Registry of Preeminent Lawyers, A.M. Best's
Recommended Insurance Attorneys and named in “South
Florida's Top Rated Lawyers”. Tom specializes in civil litigation
with an emphasis in the areas of personal injury, premises
liability, automobile accidents, negligent security and
supervision, commercial trucking accidents, governmental tort
liability, product liability and insurance subrogation. His practice
includes formulating polices/procedures and managing risk
concerns for major corporations and governmental entities. He
also defends insurance companies in first party property claims
which covers a wide array of issues such as breach of contract,
appraisals, declaratory actions, fraud, arson and bad faith. Tom
has been a speaker at numerous conferences and has presented
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legal/educational seminars for insurance companies, third party
administrators and self-insureds throughout the United States.

He was admitted to the Florida Bar in 1991, and practices before
all Florida State Courts, including the Third and Fourth District
Court of Appeals. Tom also has an active Federal Court practice
and is admitted in the United States District Court for the
Southern District of Florida, the United States District Court for
the Middle District of Florida, and the United States Court of
Appeals for the Eleventh Circuit.

Tom began his practice with a prominent Miami civil defense firm
where he worked in the areas of insurance defense, personal
injury, commercial litigation, and in complex litigation involving
shoddy home construction and Hurricane Andrew. His practice at
that time included several class actions involving catastrophic
property damage and significant insurance subrogation. Tom
joined Vernis & Bowling as a Managing Attorney in October 2002.

Tom has participated in the Broward Community Development
Corporation and the Dade County Bar Association Put Something
Back Program. He is a current or past member of the Broward
County Bar Association, Miami-Dade County Bar Association,
American Bar Association, Defense Research Institute, Counsel
for Litigation Management and the South Florida Claims
Association where he served as President in 2012.

VERNIS & BOWLING

ATTORNEYS AT LAW - EST. 1970




Timothy Kazee, Esq.
Managing Attorney

Vernis & Bowling of Central
. Florida, P.A.

1450 S Woodland Blvd, 4th
Floor

Deland, FL 32720

Phone: (386) 734-2505
Email: TKazee@Florida-
Law.com

Fax: (386) 734-3441
Website:
www.national-law.com

Artie M. Echavarria and Argiro Echavarria v. Security First
Insurance Company

Tiffany Sizemore v. Comfort Temp and Jay Bowermeister

Anna Harrington v. ACME Barricades, et al.,

Mark Hechmer v. Ifrankel, LLC d/b/a Eagle Express Couriers, Polk
County Circuit Court

Lorraine Lachapelle v. SPM of Alabama and Central Manor
Apartments

Christopher Burke v. John Mansour

Perezv. Lowe’s

Beasley v. Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. and Lilac Group-Sanford, LLC
Donna M. Witkowski v. Augustus Minardi

NextGen Restoration, Inc. a/a/o Azeemur, Rehman v. Prepared
Insurance Company

Bluegreen Vacations Unlimited, Inc. and Vacation Trust, Inc. v.
Kathleen McHugh, et al.

Appellate Practice

Automobile Liability (PIP/PD/BI/UM)

Civil Litigation

Cyber Security

Director & Officer Liability (D&O)

First and Third Party Property and Casualty Claims
PIP/Personal Injury Protection Litigation

Premises Liability

SIU/Suspicious & Fraudulent Claims

Florida Bar
Ohio Bar

William F. (Bill) Smith, Il was born in Winfield, Alabama in 1962.
Raised in the Birmingham area, he was valedictorian at Shades
Valley High School in 1980, where he played basketball and
baseball. He received a B.S. in Mineral Engineering, Petroleum
specialization, from the University of Alabama in 1984. During
college, Bill worked as an engineering intern for Alabama Power
Company at the E. C. Gaston Steam Plant. In 1987, he earned a
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J.D. from the University of Alabama School of Law. Bill has been
married to Suzann Sherer Smith since 1984. They have two adult
children, Kathleen, an ICU nurse, and Parker, an insurance agent.

Bill is admitted to practice in Alabama (1987), U.S. District Court,
Northern (1988), Middle (1997) and Southern (2004) Districts of
Alabama, and the U.S. Court of Appeals, Eleventh Circuit (1999).
Bill is @ member of the Birmingham Bar Association and the
National Retail & Restaurant Defense Association.

Bill has practiced exclusively in insurance defense litigation for
more than 30 years, having successfully tried, as first chair, a
diverse range of cases in state and federal courts, including
automobile & commercial trucking, insurance & bad faith claims,
wrongful death, premises liability, product liability, employment
cases (race and pregnancy discrimination, sexual harassment,
and workers compensation), and disputes between business
entities.

From 2014 - 2020, Bill tried more than 30 cases to verdict.

He has previously served in-house as senior litigation counsel for
a major property & casualty insurer.

Bill is a frequent speaker at seminars on a variety of civil
litigation topics. He is active in his church and outside interests
include gardening, hiking, backpacking basketball and all youth
sports.



