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VERDICTS AND DISPOSITIONS
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AREAS OF PRACTICE

Appellate Practice
Automobile Liability (PIP/PD/BI/UM)
Bad Faith/Extra Contractual Litigation
Business & Commercial Law
Civil Litigation
Commercial Litigation
Construction and Construction Defect Litigation
Coverage & Declaratory Judgment Actions
Employment Law/Employment Litigation
General Liability Defense Litigation
Premises Liability
Professional Liability/E & O
Unfair Trade Practices Cases
Uninsured/Underinsured Motorist Liability
Wrongful Death

BAR & COURT ADMISSION

Florida Bar
United States District Court for the Middle District of Florida
United States District Court for the Southern District of Florida
United States District Court for the Northern District of Florida

Mike is an attorney at Vernis & Bowling of North Florida, P.A., in
Jacksonville, Florida. He represents insureds, self- insureds,
individuals, national corporations, domestic and public
companies, and non-profit organizations in complex insurance
and business litigation matters at both the state and federal
levels. Mike maintains a concentrated practice in pre-trial
litigation, including client interviews, drafting complex motions
and pleadings, developing litigation strategies, and conducting
and defending depositions. While he has second chaired jury
trials in state and federal court, Mike understands the practical
and economic factors associated with litigation and regularly
obtains settlements that serve his client’s interests at mediation.

Mike grew up in Johnstown, Pennsylvania where his family owned
and operated a dairy business. The non-negotiable core values of
honesty, accountability, and ethics were instilled in him at an
early age and operate as the foundation for maintaining the
reputations of he and his clients with courts, adversaries, and
peers.

Prior to joining Vernis & Bowling, Mike worked for one of the
nation’s premier trial law firms, where he honed his litigation
experience by handling all stages of high stakes civil litigation
from investigations to discovery and throughout trial. Clients and
colleagues alike have remarked on his aptitude for diagnosing
problems, identifying innovative solutions, and making those
solutions a reality. With a work ethic that is unmatched, Mike is
adept at managing deadlines, multi-tasking, and coordinating
litigation strategies in a fast-paced environment. He enjoys
condensing otherwise-complex issues for the fact-finder through
the effective and impactful presentation of information. And in
every case, he is committed to efficiently and economically
meeting his client’s objectives.

Mike met his Wife, Melinda, in law school and attributes much of
his professional success to her creativity and counsel over the
years. Together, they are devoted to the community and cherish
every day with their two young daughters playing golf, riding
bikes, and taking family trips to the beaches along the First
Coast.
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EDUCATION

Graduate:
Ave Maria School of Law, J.D.
Undergraduate:
University of Cincinnati, B.A. in Finance
Honors: cum laude
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Originally from Macon, Georgia, Michael Becker moved to Atlanta
in 2007 where he attended Georgia State University for college
and law school, earning his Juris Doctorate in 2017. Michael
immediately joined the defense bar after obtaining his law license
and has defended individuals and businesses in civil litigation
ever since. Michael has handled jury and bench trials, argued
countless motions, won numerous dispositive motions, and
written and won several appeals. He seeks and achieves
favorable results for his clients through aggressive tactics,
procedural acumen, hard work, and attention to detail.

Michael’s practice includes appellate advocacy, automobile
liability, trucking, premises liability, coverage and declaratory
judgment actions, products liability, uninsured/underinsured
motorist defense, and wrongful death, among other areas. He is
admitted to practice before every court in the State of Georgia
including all federal and state trial and appellate courts.

Outside the courtroom, Michael spends his time in the great
outdoors with his wife and children.
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Unfair Trade Practices Cases
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Kimberly B. Sheridan was born in Frankfurt, Germany where her
father was serving in the Army. She grew up in Greenville, South
Carolina, but left South Carolina to attend college in Georgia. She
fell in love with the State of Georgia and stayed to pursue her life
long goal of being an attorney. While attending law school at the
University of Georgia, Kimberly worked in the Prosecution Clinic,
a program that allowed her to try cases before graduating.
Kimberly also participated in the Public Interest Practicum
representing women and children who were abused and
neglected. Both experiences created a passion for litigation and
for being in the courtroom advocating vigorously for her clients.

Kimberly believes in the legal system and works hard to defend
her clients’ rights with integrity, diligence and hard work.

http://www.national-law.com


Association, Inc.

AREAS OF PRACTICE

Appellate Practice
Automobile Liability (PIP/PD/BI/UM)
Bad Faith/Extra Contractual Litigation
Business & Commercial Law
Civil Litigation
Commercial Litigation
Construction and Construction Defect Litigation
Coverage & Declaratory Judgment Actions
Employment Law/Employment Litigation
General Liability Defense Litigation
Premises Liability
Professional Liability/E & O
Unfair Trade Practices Cases
Uninsured/Underinsured Motorist Liability
Wrongful Death

BAR & COURT ADMISSION

Florida Bar
United States District Court for the Middle District of Florida
United States District Court for the Southern District of Florida
United States District Court for the Northern District of Florida

EDUCATION

Graduate:
Ave Maria School of Law, J.D.
Undergraduate:
University of Cincinnati, B.A. in Finance
Honors: cum laude

Kimberly has been a trial lawyer in Atlanta since receiving her
Juris Doctorate degree in 1996. She began her legal career as
criminal defense attorney and Plaintiff’s lawyer before becoming
a prosecutor with the District Attorney’s Offices in Fulton and
Gwinnett counties providing her with tremendous experience
litigating and trying cases. In 2001, Ms. Sheridan shifted from
criminal law and applied her substantial experience in the
courtroom to civil defense litigation. Kimberly has handled many
jury and bench trials. She has defended and deposed numerous
parties, witnesses, and experts and drafted and argued countless
motions. Kimberly has also written and won many appellate
arguments.

Kimberly Sheridan is the Managing Attorney for Vernis and
Bowling of Atlanta, LLC. With two (2) decades of trial experience,
she has developed a diverse litigation practice that includes
automobile liability, premises liability (including slip & fall and
negligent security), trucking litigation, products liability,
employment defense and wrongful death. With an extensive
knowledge of both the law and its practical application, Kimberly
works with clients to resolve complex disputes per mediation,
negotiated settlement, or trial resolution.  She is admitted to
practice in Georgia and the U.S. District Courts in Georgia, the
Georgia Court of Appeals and Supreme Court of Georgia.

Outside of work, Kimberly enjoys spending time with her husband
and five children. Kimberly is an avid painter and has sold her
paintings throughout Georgia.
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William Kratochvil was born in South Bend, Indiana, but grew up
splitting time in Spartanburg, South Carolina and Laconia, New
Hampshire. He enlisted in the United States Marine Corps from
1990-1994, serving on the Presidential Guard Detail for President
George Herbert Walker Bush, then in the infantry before receiving
his Honorable Discharge. In 1997, he completed his
undergraduate degree from the University of Florida, with honors,
then attended the Levin College of Law at the University of
Florida. He received his Juris Doctor degree in 2000, with honors.

After graduating from the University of Florida, William moved to
Fort Myers, Florida, where he began his career working as an
insurance defense lawyer. He eventually became the managing
partner at the firm of George, Hartz, and Lundeen in Fort Myers,
working on all aspects of insurance defense cases and taking
many to successful trial results. William has also specialized in
S.I.U/Fraud as well as civil rights defense cases.

William joins Vernis & Bowling of Southwest Florida, P.A. to focus
his civil trial practice in all areas of automobile negligence,
premises liability, products liability, negligent security,
employment law, civil rights litigation, construction litigation,
first/third party claims and liability defense.

William is a member of the Florida Bar and is also admitted in the
United States District Court for the Middle District of Florida.

When not working, William enjoys all aspects of outdoor life with
his two children to include camping, hiking, boating, and fishing.
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Ian Neil Matthes was born and raised in Atlanta, Georgia. He
graduated magna cum laude from Georgia State University with a
Bachelor of Arts degree Political Science in 1994 and earned his
J.D. from The University of Georgia School of Law in 1997. Ian
serves as the Regional Managing Attorney and General Counsel
for Vernis & Bowling. Ian provides operation management,
support and services to all of the firm’s offices throughout the
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Southeast.

Ian was admitted to the Georgia Bar in 1997, and is licensed to
practice law before all state courts in Georgia. He is also licensed
to practice before the U.S. District Courts for the Middle and
Northern Districts of Georgia. For over 20 years, Ian has
represented defendants in general liability, premises liability,
automobile liability, bad faith/extra-contractual liability,
commercial vehicle liability, insurance coverage, SIU/fraud
(including first party arson/property claims and medical provider
fraud), and UM/UIM liability matters. He also provides
claims/litigation file audit services, and litigation management
operations and process improvement consulting.

Ian previously served in-house with P&C insurance companies as
a National Litigation Manager and Director of Litigation
Management (AIG), managing litigation staff and procedures, as
well as class actions and “Bad Faith” claims nationwide. With
over 10,000 litigation matters under management, he was also
responsible for final trial approval decisions in hundreds of cases
per year. He regularly and proudly wears his “litigation
management” and “home office insurance guy” hats while
encouraging efficiency, communication, and delivery of timely
results at the firm. This experience has also led to Ian serving as
a speaker at numerous seminars throughout the nation, including
at national insurance, litigation management and SIU conventions
on topics including Premises Liability, Good Faith Claims
Handling, Ethical Adjusting Practices, Personal Lines Litigation,
SIU/Fraud Best Practices, Negotiation and Settlement Strategies,
and Legislative and Case Law Updates.

Ian is a Founding Board Member and Past-President of the
National Retail & Restaurant Defense Association (NRRDA), was
the Charter Board President of the Georgia Chapter of the
National Society of Professional Insurance Investigators (NSPII),
and is a member of GDLA, DRI, CLM, ACA and numerous other
litigation, claims, insurance and bar related organizations.

Ian and his wife, Stephanie, have two wonderful children,
Charlotte (Charlie) and Harrison. Ian is an advocate for special
needs children, raises money for Autism-related causes, and is a
proud #AutismDad. His other interests include gardening, baking
the best sourdough bread in the Southeast, cooking, and
watching the UGA Bulldogs. He is always ready to share photos of
his kids, plants, his 110+ varieties of fig trees, or why his
hydroponic lettuce is better than anything you can buy.


