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VERDICTS AND DISPOSITIONS

Patrick Conn v. Grant Mullins
Salyers v. Allstate
Allen Sanders and Charles Smith v. John Gajda
Plaintiff v Hasberry and Tri-County Trucking

AREAS OF PRACTICE

Automobile Liability (PIP/PD/BI/UM)
Bad Faith/Extra Contractual Litigation
Condominium and Homeowners’ Association Litigation
Construction and Construction Defect Litigation
Cyber Security
Director & Officer Liability (D&O)
Employment Law/Employment Litigation
Environmental Law/Toxic Torts
Errors & Omissions Liability (E&O)
Liquid Propane (LP) Gas Defense
Liquor Liability
Mass Tort Litigation
Medical Malpractice
Negligent Security
Nursing Home Litigation
Premises Liability
Product Liability
Professional Liability/E & O
SIU/Suspicious & Fraudulent Claims
Trucking
Uninsured/Underinsured Motorist Liability

William F. (Bill) Smith, II was born in Winfield, Alabama in 1962.
Raised in the Birmingham area, he was valedictorian at Shades
Valley High School in 1980, where he played basketball and
baseball. He received a B.S. in Mineral Engineering, Petroleum
specialization, from the University of Alabama in 1984. During
college, Bill worked as an engineering intern for Alabama Power
Company at the E. C. Gaston Steam Plant. In 1987, he earned a
J.D. from the University of Alabama School of Law. Bill has been
married to Suzann Sherer Smith since 1984. They have two adult
children, Kathleen, an ICU nurse, and Parker, an insurance agent.

Bill is admitted to practice in Alabama (1987), U.S. District Court,
Northern (1988), Middle (1997) and Southern (2004) Districts of
Alabama, and the U.S. Court of Appeals, Eleventh Circuit (1999).
Bill is a member of the Birmingham Bar Association and the
National Retail & Restaurant Defense Association.

Bill has practiced exclusively in insurance defense litigation for
more than 30 years, having successfully tried, as first chair, a
diverse range of cases in state and federal courts, including
automobile & commercial trucking, insurance & bad faith claims,
wrongful death, premises liability, product liability, employment
cases (race and pregnancy discrimination, sexual harassment,
and workers compensation), and disputes between business
entities.

From 2014 – 2020, Bill tried more than 30 cases to verdict.

He has previously served in-house as senior litigation counsel for
a major property & casualty insurer.

Bill is a frequent speaker at seminars on a variety of civil
litigation topics. He is active in his church and outside interests
include gardening, hiking, backpacking basketball and all youth
sports.

http://www.national-law.com


Wrongful Death

BAR & COURT ADMISSION

Alabama
United States District Courts for the Middle, Northern and
Southern in Alabama
United States Courts of Appeals, Eleventh Circuit

EDUCATION

Graduate:
University of Alabama School of Law, Juris Doctor, 1987
Honors – Best Paper in Workers’ Compensation, Spring Semester
1986
Undergraduate:
University of Alabama, Bachelor of Science in Mineral
Engineering, 1984
Honors – Sigma Gamma Epsilon, Earth Science Honorary, 1984

REPORTED DECISIONS

Kennedy v. Weiser Security, Inc., 208 F. 3d 1012, C.A. 11th
Circuit, Jan. 25, 2000 (presented oral arguments before 11th
Circuit in FMLA case)
Driver v. National Sec. Fire & Cas. Co., 658 So. 2d 390 (Ala. 1995)
Works By and Through Works v. Allstate Indem. Co., 594 So. 2d
60 (Ala. 1992)
National Sec. Fire & Cas. Co. v. King, 621 So. 2d 250 (Ala. 1993)
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Lauren Stone was born in New York and grew up in Coral Springs,
Florida. In 2006, she graduated from the University of Central
Florida in Orlando with a Bachelor of Arts in Political Science and
a minor in Psychology. She later attended Nova Southeastern
University Shepard Broad Law Center in Fort Lauderdale, Florida
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and earned her Juris Doctorate in 2010. During law school, Lauren
was an Articles Editor for the Nova Law Review and was
recognized by the Pro Bono Honor Society for exemplary service
within the legal community. Lauren also interned at Nova
Southeastern University’s Children & Families Clinic as a Certified
Legal Intern.

Since being admitted to the Florida Bar in 2010, Lauren has
dedicated her practice to representing insurance companies,
corporations, and governmental entities in civil litigation matters.
Since joining Vernis & Bowling in 2011, Lauren has focused on
defending clients in the area of insurance defense litigation,
including automobile liability, negligent security, premises
liability, products liability, wrongful death and governmental tort
liability. Lauren practices before all Florida State Courts as well as
the United States District Court for the Southern District of
Florida.



Honors – Sigma Gamma Epsilon, Earth Science Honorary, 1984

REPORTED DECISIONS

Kennedy v. Weiser Security, Inc., 208 F. 3d 1012, C.A. 11th
Circuit, Jan. 25, 2000 (presented oral arguments before 11th
Circuit in FMLA case)
Driver v. National Sec. Fire & Cas. Co., 658 So. 2d 390 (Ala. 1995)
Works By and Through Works v. Allstate Indem. Co., 594 So. 2d
60 (Ala. 1992)
National Sec. Fire & Cas. Co. v. King, 621 So. 2d 250 (Ala. 1993)


